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Sanoff, Alvin P., Title: A Conversation with Peter 
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OF GLASNOST BY THE SOVIET'S MIKHAIL GORBACHEV, LIT 
LUE, AND SUPPORTED AT LEAST INITIALLY BY THE USSR 
ONSIDERED AS A VARIANT OR AN OFF-SHOOT OF THE FREE 
VEMENT OF THE FREE WORLD. IT CAN ALSO BE CONSIDERED A FRUIT OF THE 
FORMATION REVOLUTION. POTENTIALLY, IN THE LONG HAUL, THIS MAY SIGNAL AN 
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L, THE THRUST TO PROTECT U.S. SENSITIVE TECHNICAL INFORMATION WILL 
ROBABLY CONTINUE. THIS APPROACH WILL BE REINFORCED BY OUR EFFORTS TO 
PROVE OUT ABILITY TO COMPETE WITH ALL NATIONS. 
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STI-NE NR.2 -IT MAY RESULT IN MORE U.S. STI OPENNESS WITH COMMUNIST 
COUNTRIES. IF SO. FEDERAL AGENCY STI MANAGERS MAY BE ENCOURAGED BY TH 
VHITE HOUSE TO OPEN UP EXCHANGES WITH USSR STI LEADERSHIP. THE DEEP 
CONCERN THAT FATHERS THE PUSH FOR 'PROTECTING' U.S. STI KNOW-HO 
DIMINISH OVERNIGHT, IF THIS IS MADE TO WORK. 
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STI-NE NR. 3 - THERE ARE ALSO A WIDENING NUMBER OF ENVIRONMENTAL AND 
HEALTH DATABASES CREATED AND OPERATED BY FEDERAL AGENCIES, OFTEN WORKING 
VITH INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS. FOR EXAMPLE, NOAA'S NEDRES (National 
Environmental Data Referral Service) HAS A COMPUTER-SEARCHABLE DATA BASE 
OF ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION ALLOWING INTERDISCIPLINARY DATA SEARCHES ON 
TOPICS OF GLOBAL, NATIONAL AND LOCAL IMPORTANCE. THE NEDRES BROCHURE 
EXPLAINS THAT THE DATA BASE IS A VALUABLE RESOURCE, PROVIDING ACCESS TO 
THE SOURCES AND HOLDERS OF DATA VITAL FOR RESEARCH AND INFORMED DECISION- 
MAKING. The brochure points out that coastal areas, in particular, offer 
a broad range of air, land and water data, useful to climatologists, 
architects, lawyers, biologists, ecologists, engineers and others. The 
size of the holdings is impressive. On a global basis, there are 5420 air 
data sets, 4184 land data sets, and 9760 water data sets. There are 
thousands of these environmental data bases available to users. It is in 
the interest of the United States to advertise and disseminate broadly 
these and kindred data bases all ready widely in use as a matter of 
policy. An operant long- term policy pertaining to the environmental, 
health and similar data bases of value to all nations should be worked out 
with the United States taking the lead role. Furthermore, the U.S. should 
propose new world data bases when their need becomes apparent, and be 
prepared to pay for a reasonable share of the costs of establishing and 
maintaining them. 
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STI-NE NR.4. Picking up fromn the UNISIST and similar experiences, th 
United States should anticipate the future and formulate a national and 
global information policy for world consideration, preferably with co- 
sponsors, that will anticipate a new global STI order, using electronics 
and other high technology, whereever possible, dropping as premature and 
self-defeating references to control of news media personnel. 




















STI-NE NR. 5. The United States should take the lead in insisting that the 
benefits of the Information Revolution should ultimately be shared by all 
societies, but above all, information access for the humblest of the 
nations is a right to be cherished and fulfilled. 























STI-NE NR. 6. There is one cloud on the horizon of the Information Age 
that continues to intrude its presence. This concern has to do with 
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New York Times, 


September 16, 


She added, 


illiterates in jail. 


BRighty-five percent of the 
who end up in court are disabled readers. 
armed forces and private industry spend millions year to 


Bush Says Illiteracy Is an 
1982. 





Excerpted from a talk toa 


luncheon meeting of Women in Communications, Helmsley Palace Hotel, New 
York City, N.Y. 


This includes scientific illiteracy. Statistics of how U.S. youth measures 
up to children of other countries in scientific literacy have been 
recently made public; American children were at the bottom of the list. 
Corroboratory statistics are widely in evidence. Mrs. Bush, whose husband 
is now the President, is expected to use her 'bully pulpit" to further 
support a literacy crusade and help him to become the "Education 
President." This is cited because it exemplifies other damaging realities. 
It does not take many years to plummet from the first rank of the best 
educated countries to a much lower one. There may be a high and 
uncompromising correlation between a nation's educational prowesss and its 
economic primacy. Moreover, the burgeoning extent of our highly advertised 
illiteracy, ignorance, crime, drug addiction and other antisocial behavior 
in the world's oldest and largest democracy does not go unnoticed in other 
countries, a fact of life which throws cold water on our ability to claim 
the leadership of the Free World. 

While our devotion to a policy of let-it-all-hang-out information 
dissemination makes it necessary, though uncomfortable, to reveal all of 
our blemishes to a fascinated world, we must counterbalance the negativ 
fall-out with a program to skillfully use the tools of the Infornmation 
Age to help solve our problems and move on to greater conquests for the 
United States and the democratic ideal. VV 


















































